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By ANN ZANIEWSKI
Of The Daily Oakland Press

TROY — The “W” is gone
from Kent Fehribach’s
lawn, but three other signs
supporting politicians in
the Nov. 2 election will stay.

A judge sided with the
American Civil Liberties
Union this week and grant-
ed a preliminary injunction
preventing Troy from
enforcing its political sign
ordinance.

In a written opinion, U.S.
District Judge Paul Gadola
said Fehribach, a Troy resi-
dent, has a strong likeli-
hood of success in his case
against the city.

He also said he would be

irrepara-
bly injured without
the injunction because not
being allowed to display
more than two political
signs is a loss of First
Amendment rights.

The ACLU filed suit on
Fehribach’s behalf after a
housing inspector told him
to take a red, white and blue
“W” off his lawn last month
because it was more than 30
days before the election.

He put it up in support of
President Bush.
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Water
rates
to keep
rising
By CHARLES CRUMM
Of The Daily Oakland Press

DETROIT — Detroit is pro-
posing to raise combined
water and sewer rates an
average of 3.5 percent next
year, but that doesn’t mean
some communities won’t see
larger increases or decreases.

“The average rate would
vary great-
ly depend-
ing on the
communi-
ty,” said
Oakland
County
Drain Com-
missioner
John P.
McCulloch,
who attend-
ed a rates
meeting
with other suburbs and
Detroit on Wednesday.

“You may have some who
have less of an increase and
some with a substantially large
increase,” McCulloch said.

The rates Detroit proposes
for each community — more
than 30 communities in
Oakland County — won’t be
known until a second meeting
Nov. 9.

But even that’s good news,
said McCulloch, who has
argued that rate information
needs to be released earlier so
communities have time to
study what went into the rates.

“Typically, it’s been three
days before Christmas,” he
said. “The process is starting
much earlier. I’m pleased
we’re moving forward and
that the work is paying divi-
dends.”

The 3.5 percent average
increase is made up of an
average 5 percent hike in
sewer charges and 2 percent
hike in water charges.

An average 3.5 percent
increase would be good news
in Pontiac, said city Public
Works Director Claudia Filler.
Pontiac receives both water
and sewer services from
Detroit.
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Oakland County Executive L. Brooks Patterson stands in front of a Falcon jet during the dedica-
tion of the ground run-up enclosure at Oakland County International Airport.
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Kerry’s strategy:
Do not repeat
Gore’s mistakes
By RON FOURNIER
AP Political Writer

WASHINGTON — Sen.
John Kerry, bracing for a
potential fight over election
results, will not
hesitate to
declare victory

ident prematurely conceded
the 2000 race to George W.
Bush in a telephone call,
then had to retract his con-
cession after aides said
Florida wasn’t lost. He

never declared
victory, an
omission UAW plans to take

Airport introduces enclosure
By HANK SCHALLER
Of The Daily Oakland Press

WATERFORD TWP. —
Homeowners living near
Oakland County Internat-
ional Airport should be expe-
riencing a little more peace
and quiet these days.

Oakland County Executive
L. Brooks Patterson and U.S.
Rep. Joe Knollenberg, R-
Bloomfield Hills, formally
dedicated a new $3.5 million
ground run-up enclosure at
the county-run airport
Wednesday. Airport officials
say the enclosure has already

reduced the noise from test-
ing jet engines after mainte-
nance work by 90 percent.

“We were hoping that this
facility would reduce the noise
from testing engines by 75
percent. This exceeds what we
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adjustments in managing its
peak water usages in conjunc-
tion with monitoring done by

were hoping for,” said J. David
VanderVeen, director of central
services for Oakland County, who
oversees operation of Michigan’s
second busiest airport.

VanderVeen said about six

aircraft a day have been using
the ground run-up enclosure
since it began operating Aug.
11.

The three-sided ground
run-up enclosure, which is the
first of its kind at a general
aviation airport in the nation,
was constructed of steel and
lined with acoustical
absorbent panels that muffle
the noise from engine testing.

Before construction of the
ground run-up enclosure was
complete, corporate jet engine
tests were conducted outside

on a runway and taxiway and
could last as long as 20 to 30
minutes, producing noise as
loud as a jet taking off for
that extended period.

Patterson said construction
of the ground run-up enclo-
sure is evidence that the
county is trying to “treat
neighbors of the airport with
the respect they deserve.”

Knollenberg said he also was
pleased the facility would pro-
vide “a boost” to area residents
who have been complaining
about the noise coming from

Oakland County International
Airport for years.

The ground run-up enclo-
sure was financed with a $3.5
million federal grant that
Knollenberg helped obtain
and took about 14 months to
construct. It is large enough
to accommodate any of the
aircraft flying into the airport,
including jets as large as a
Airbus A-320 or a Boeing 727.

Construction of the ground
run-up enclosure is one of
several projects under way at
the Waterford Township air-

port to reduce noise generated
by 276,153 landings and take-
offs in 2003 alone.

In April, the county
obtained a $3 million federal
grant that will allow contrac-
tors to fit about 100 homes
near the airport with noise-
muffling doors, windows and
insulation in 2005.

VanderVeen said the county
hopes to obtain future grants
so 500 homes can be insulat-
ed against airport noise in the
next five years.

The ground run-up enclo-

sure was designed by Reno,
Nev.-based Blast Deflectors
Inc. and constructed by the
Farmington Hills-based
Garrison Company, a contrac-
tor that has also constructed
several hangars at the airport.

Mark Boe, vice president of
Blast Deflectors, said ground
run-up enclosures similar to
the one constructed at
Oakland County Internat-
ional Airport are now being
constructed at airports in
Albany, N.Y., and at Gatwick
Airport in London, England.
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Before enclosure, noise
from jet tests could be
heard for 20-30 minutes

GM builds pickup trucks at four
different assembly plants, it could
have better distributed the cut-
backs among the other plants by

Flores said GM planned to make
every effort to place the employees
in other jobs at other GM plants.
At least some of the employees

in great shape. In fact, through
September, sales of full-size GM
pickup trucks were up this year
despite rising gasoline prices.

but to another GM prototype shop
in Mexico. GM officials, however,
denied that any of the work is
going to Mexico.

said that the Berkley home had been on
the market since April and that he filed a
form with the state rescinding the home-
stead exemption over the summer.


