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SOUND CONTROL
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Oakland County Executive L. Brooks Patterson stands in front of a Falcon jet during the dedica-
tion of the ground run-up enclosure at Oakland County International Airport.

Airport introduces enclosure

By HANK SCHALLER
Of The Daily Oakland Press

Oakland County Executive
L. Brooks Patterson and U.S.
Rep. Joe Knollenberg, R-

WATERFORD TWP. — Bloomfield Hills, formally
Homeowners living near dedicated a new $3.5 million
Oakland County Internat- ground run-up enclosure at
ional Airport should be expe-  the county-run airport
riencing a little more peace Wednesday. Airport officials
and quiet these days. say the enclosure has already

reduced the noise from test-
ing jet engines after mainte-
nance work by 90 percent.
“We were hoping that this
facility would reduce the noise
from testing engines by 75
percent. This exceeds what we
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Before enclosure, noise
from jet tests could be
heard for 20-30 minutes

were hoping for,” said J. David
VanderVeen, director of central
services for Oakland County, who
oversees operation of Michigan’s
second busiest airport.
VanderVeen said about six

aircraft a day have been using
the ground run-up enclosure
since it began operating Aug.

The three-sided ground
run-up enclosure, which is the
first of its kind at a general
aviation airport in the nation,
was constructed of steel and
lined with acoustical
absorbent panels that muffle
the noise from engine testing.

Before construction of the
ground run-up enclosure was
complete, corporate jet engine
tests were conducted outside

on a runway and taxiway and
could last as long as 20 to 30
minutes, producing noise as
loud as a jet taking off for
that extended period.
Patterson said construction
of the ground run-up enclo-
sure is evidence that the
county is trying to “treat
neighbors of the airport with
the respect they deserve.”
Knollenberg said he also was
pleased the facility would pro-
vide “a boost” to area residents
who have been complaining
about the noise coming from

Oakland County International
Airport for years.

The ground run-up enclo-
sure was financed with a $3.5
million federal grant that
Knollenberg helped obtain
and took about 14 months to
construct. It is large enough
to accommodate any of the
aircraft flying into the airport,
including jets as large as a
Airbus A-320 or a Boeing 727.

Construction of the ground
run-up enclosure is one of
several projects under way at
the Waterford Township air-

port to reduce noise generated
by 276,153 landings and take-
offs in 2003 alone.

In April, the county
obtained a $3 million federal
grant that will allow contrac-
tors to fit about 100 homes
near the airport with noise-
muffling doors, windows and
insulation in 2005.

VanderVeen said the county
hopes to obtain future grants
s0 500 homes can be insulat-
ed against airport noise in the
next five years.

The ground run-up enclo-

sure was designed by Reno,
Nev.-based Blast Deflectors
Inc. and constructed by the
Farmington Hills-based
Garrison Company, a contrac-
tor that has also constructed
several hangars at the airport.
Mark Boe, vice president of
Blast Deflectors, said ground
run-up enclosures similar to
the one constructed at
Oakland County Internat-
ional Airport are now being
constructed at airports in
Albany, N.Y., and at Gatwick
Airport in London, England.



